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Present Day

TIME

East Cooperville, a small town in Upstate New York, 
about a hundred miles from Manhattan

SETTING

CAST OF CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Bari Rebecca Morris*
Patty Cooper Patricia Snoyer Black

Luanne Cooper Tamara PiLar*
Mike Cooper Philip Kershaw*

Be Here Now



Cast (in alphabetical order)

Patricia Snoyer Black (Patty Cooper)
is Professor Emerita of Drama at UNC Asheville. There she 
served as Chairman of the Drama Dept., Director of Special 
Events for the Chancellor and as Artistic Director of Tanglewood 
Children’s Theatre. For Childsplay, a professional theatre 
company in Tempe, Arizona, Patricia worked as the Director of 
Education Outreach, director of the tour shows The Imaginators 
and The Tomato Plant Girl, and as the Project Director for a 
million-dollar federal grant developing the use of drama as a 
teaching tool for language development with preschool children. 

For NC Stage, she has performed in Twelfth Night, A Wrinkle in Time, directed Most 
Valuable Player: The Jackie Robinson Story, Handle with Care, and served as President 
of their Board of Directors. Nationally, she served on the American Alliance for Theatre 
and Education (AATE) and Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA/USA) boards. Thanks  
for coming to the show!

Philip Kershaw* (Mike Cooper) 
is a multi-disciplinary artist who graduated from the University 
of Houston MFA Acting program after earning his undergraduate 
degrees at the University of Maryland, College Park. He has 
worked on regional productions for the Peterborough Players, 
Theatre Under the Stars, the Houston Shakespeare Festival,  
A.D. Players, Adventure Theatre MTC, The Wheel Theatre 
Company, Unity Theatre, Dirt Dogs Theatre Co., The Ensemble 
Theatre and Round House Theatre. He recently directed the  
world premiere of How I Learned to Play Tennis at the University 

of Houston. He is also developing a full-length play, titled FELLOWSHIP, as a member  
of the Rec Room’s Writer’s Group.

Rebecca Morris* (Bari)
Last seen as Henrietta Leavitt in Immediate Theatre Project’s 
production of Silent Sky, Rebecca is thrilled to be back on the 
boards at NC Stage. Favorite roles include: Catherine Croll in 
Rapture Blister Burn (NCSC), Constanze in Amadeus (NCSC), 
Bawd in Pericles (NCSC), Milady in The Three Musketeers 
(Flatrock Playhouse), Claire in Proof (Flatrock Playhouse), 
Harper Pitt in Angels in America: Parts 1 & 2 (NCSC),  
Geraldine Barclay in What the Butler Saw (NCSC), and  
Mary Bailey in Live from WVL Radio: It’s a Wonderful Life  

(itp reg’l tour). Film / TV Credits: Gigi & Nate (with Marcia Gay Harden and Jim 
Belushi), The Act, House of Cards, Drop Dead Diva, Sleepy Hollow. Rebecca has also 
appeared in many independent films, some of which have garnered nominations and  
won awards on the festival circuit. She would like to express profound gratitude to  
her husband, Evan, for his continued love and support.



Candace Taylor (Director) is an actress, teacher, vocal coach, and director who has taught 
at several universities and is presently Chair and Artistic Director of the Theatre Department at 
Warren Wilson College. She has performed with the Acting Company, at the Public Theatre, 
and many other regional theatres and Shakespeare Festivals. Most recently, Candace directed 
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ Appropriate, and she is proud to have created Walt Disney Theatrical’s 
very first outreach project in tandem with their Broadway production of The Lion King. In 
Asheville, Candace directed Lifespan of a Fact and performed in NC Stage’s production of This, 
and with David Sedaris at the Thomas Wolfe Auditorium. Candace has a BS in Theatre from 
Northwestern University, an MFA in Acting from the Professional Theatre Training Program at 
the University of Delaware and is a certified instructor of Fitzmaurice Voicework. She is 
absolutely thrilled to be back in the theatre again and is grateful to NC Stage for this opportunity.

Lindsey A. Moss* (Production Stage Manager) Lindsey is beyond thrilled to be back 
at NC Stage and to be part of this wonderful production. Previous credits include Hairspray, 
Les Miserables, The Last Five Years, and Miss Saigon (among many others) at Flat Rock 
Playhouse; Vrooommm! at Triad Stage; The Roommate, The Lifespan of a Fact and The Twelve 
Dates of Christmas 2017 & 2018 at North Carolina Stage Company. Many thanks to Candace, 
Angie, Charlie, this wonderful cast, and the entire NC Stage team for inviting me back and a 
BIG thank you to YOU for supporting the return of live theatre.

Julie K. Ross (Scenic Design) is a Florida State University grad that is based out of 
Asheville, NC where she continues to design and paint in every capacity she can find. She has 
missed theater immensely and is overjoyed to be back in action this season! Julie is thrilled to 
be working with the NC Stage team again. Past NC Stage productions include: The Roommate, 
Jeeves Intervenes, A Doll’s House Part 2 and Handle with Care. When she’s not designing sets 
for the theater, she stays busy painting amusement parks, commercial murals and signage and 
residential faux finishes. You’ve probably seen her work at Dollywood (Wildwood Grove), 
Bass Pro Shops or the new Melting Pot Social. You can see examples of her work at  
www.juliekross.com.

Company

Cast cont.
Tamara PiLar* (Luanne Cooper) 
is thrilled to be making her NC Stage Company debut! 
Off-Broadway: Twelfth Night, The Odyssey, As You Like It 
(Shakespeare in the Park, The Public Theater, NYC), Regional: 
Fairview, Asking Strangers The Meaning Of Life (Detroit 
Repertory Theatre), Hairspray (North Shore Music Theatre), 
Once On This Island, A Christmas Carol (Meadow Brook 
Theatre), Little Shop of Horrors (Crane School of Music), 
Dreamgirls (Gallery Players) TV: “Last Week Tonight” with 
John Oliver (HBO). Training: American Musical and Dramatic 

Academy, (NYC/LA). PiLar is also a singer-songwriter with music on all streaming 
platforms. She gives thanks to God, her amazing family, iconic friends and the entire  
NC Stage team! Follow her artistic journey on Instagram: @pilarthestarlet  
and YouTube: @pilarontv 



Kenneth D. Horgan (Technical Director / Props Design) has worked in the entertainment 
industry for 30 years and has worked with NC Stage since 2015. He is a soldier, a student, a 
musician, a son, a brother, a husband and a father. He would like to thank Lynne and Maxwell– 
without whom life would be really boring– and lastly to Scot “Theo Bassline” Macmillan who 
may be gone but whose legacy will never be forgotten. 

Mandy Bean (Costume Design) is a Weaverville native who has spent many years in the 
Asheville theatre community as an actor, director, and costume designer, as well as working 
front-of-house for NC Stage. She is co-founder of Multiverse Theatre Collective and is 
directing their upcoming production of The Wickhams: Christmas at Pemberley. Her most 
recent costuming work was for The Little Prince (Montford Park Players). Much love to  
her husband, Scott, and two wonderful children, Jasper and Arthur. Thank you for supporting  
live theatre!

CJ Barnwell [he/him] (Lighting & Projections Design) designs lighting and visual 
media for theatre and live events around the country. Starting with All is Calm in December 
2015, CJ has designed lighting and visual media for a number of shows at NC Stage including 
Jeeves Intervenes (both times!), Brave New World, Grounded, and Curvy Widow. Regionally, 
CJ has designed a number of shows including West Side Story, Million Dollar Quartet,  
9 to 5, and South Pacific at Flat Rock Playhouse in Flat Rock, NC; and most recently  
Steel Magnolias, Ring of Fire, and Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill for North Carolina 
Theatre in Raleigh, NC. Other recent designs include projections for The Elaborate Entrance 
of Chad Deity, and Mountaintop at TheatreSquared in Fayetteville, AK; and How I Learned 
What I Learned by August Wilson at the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival. See his other 
current and upcoming designs at www.CJLights.com.

John “Mark” Scearce (Sound Design) is a composer and sound designer based in 
Asheville, North Carolina. A veteran composer, Scearce spent his formative years in both 
Chicago and Los Angeles before relocating to the rural South. With a wealth of talent honed 
while working for clients such Apple, Disney, CBS, and many others, Scearce creates musical 
moments that pull the listener inside.

Company cont.

Production Crew
Production Manager  Carrie Day
Technical Director  Kenneth D. Horgan
Master Carpenter  Sylvia Pierce
Master Electrician  Carrie Day

Run Crew  Ean Moran, Cameron Twitty 
Streaming Operation  Kyle Baumbach
Build Crew  Jamie Beck, Ean Moran,
                      Cameron Twitty 

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Trinity Smith Keel, Montford Park Players, Julianne Arnall,  

Justin Vann as Guest Scenic Carpenter, Lynne Horgan, Maxwell Horgan,  
Jill Summers and the Asheville Community Theater, the Orange Peel Krewe, Mark 

& Julia Goldthwaite, Kris Hernandez and the WWC Theatre Crew
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2022-2023 Annual Fund
North Carolina Stage Company has received support from so many generous 
individuals and businesses in its’ 21-year history that it would be impossible 
to list them all in our playbill. Below are the contributors who have given this 
season beginning on July 1, 2021.

PRODUCER
North Carolina Arts Council

The Shubert Foundation

CO-PRODUCER
Ms. Barbara Blomberg

Nancy & Ron Edgerton

Barbara & Steve Lehrer

Jerry McAninch

Tiger Baron Foundation

BENEFACTOR
Marie Bauer

Julia Courtney & Scott Oxford

Jim Davis

Jill & Smitty Flynn

Jan & Nat Justice

James M. Lesko

O. Darwin & Myra N. Smith Fund 

 of The Dallas Foundation 

 in memory of Adina L. Smith

Rick and Maggi Swanson

SUSTAINER
Gretchen Batra

Diana Bilbrey

David W. Erwin & MaryAnn Kiefer

Claude William Gaddy Endowment, 

 a component fund of the 

 North Carolina Community Foundation

Shawn Gallagher & Charles Gershon

Elisabeth & Warren Hawkins

Henry & Flora Joy

Karl Katterjohn & Katherine Liss

Lyn & Bob Kieffer

PATRON
Diane & Brad Arnold

Bert Bach

David Berkey

Deborah Bohan

 in Memory of Joel S. Berkowitz

Lucy & Kirk Borland

Sandy & Tom Bowles

Elizabeth Bridgers

Karen Campbell & Brad Rouse

Dennis A. Clements & Martha Ann Keels

Laura & George D’Angelo

Libby & Michael de Caetani

Susan Clampitt

Gerald Deland

Lynne Diehl

William N. Dorfman, Ed.D.

Karen Dugas

Patricia & Marvin Eargle

Ted Ghiz & Ronnie Mill



Joscelyn Williams Hill

Bob & Linda Hollis

Alicia & Art Hulse

Amy & John Kelso

Jon & Ann Kemske 

 for the benefit of 

 NC Stage Youth Education

Jill & Joe Lawrence

Nancy & Tom Maher

Carol & Hugh McCollum

Roberta Moll

Lois S. Carlson & Jerome Mrowca

Gay Murrill

Bob & Martha Pierce

Jack & Juleann Randles

Jeanne Reno

Dr. Robert A. & Mrs. Ronna Resnick

Nancy Schuman

Al & Judy Siemens

Nancy Smith

Jeanette Stokes

Joe Stritch & Angelica Hochevar

Jane & Bill Swafford

Sarah Van Gunten

Eunice Ward

Roba Whiteley

PARTNER
Marla & Joel Adams

Mary & Jack Anderson

Jean Baker & Family 

 in memory of Gaylord Baker

Martha Biller

Patricia Snoyer Black & Paul Black

John Bordley

Lynn Brofman

William & Suzanne Bumby

Donna & Jim Cutting

Betsy O. Barefoot & John N. Gardner

Jennifer Gatti

Jasmin & Peter Gentling

Hal Hemme & Constance Clement

Deb & Bill Holden

Richard Howe

Patsy Keever

Christine & Mark Lenderman

Rita Lenderman

Pedro & Carol Martinez

Billie Marzullo

Kimberly McGuire & James Samsel

Lisa & Tom McIver

Linda Eriksen & Carey McKain

Viriginia Miller

Lynne & Rick Noble

Lucy Oliver & Tom Rightmyer

Elizabeth Pou

Charlene Reeves 

 at Training Partners, Inc.

Sabrina & Isaac Rockoff

Dot & Joel Rosenberg

Michael & Carol Rosenblum

Richard Schaffer

Tory Schmitz & Mike Dingus

Michael Scholtz

Miriam Sexton

Honey & Howard Solomon

Ray Strong Family

Jill Tourtellot

Susan Gina Trippi & John Kerr 

 at Metro Wines

Larry & Claire Versteegh

Debbie & Mark Ward

James & Vicki Weil



Gretchen & Bennett Whipple

Marcia Windham

Pamela H. Winkler

Hank Young

Bobby & Elizabeth Yount

SUPPORTER
Pat & Ed Argue

Sydney Atkinson

Jacque Allen & Barbara Benisch

Stephanie Biziewski

Anne Bonnyman

Lynn Brailsford

Carl Brickman & Rita Nilsen

Sherry Brooks

Kermit Brown & Dr. Sandra R. Brown

Timothy Collins

Alberto Colonia & George Hunker

Lori Doerr

Lina Evans & Ira Sloan

Lisa Fancher

Ms. Hedy Fischer

Wayne Gildroy

John & Barbara Gregg

Sandy Houts

Jean Karpen

Katherine & Jean Lafrance

Bebe Landis

Geeta & Bob McGahey

Gail Meadows & William Robertson

Donna & Fred Meyer

Joseph Neri

Margaret Newell

John Orr

Jack Parsons

Connie Patterson

Nancy Polansky

Sarah & Willie Repoley

Laura Robbins

Judy Rose

LiB & Joe Shore

Connie Silver

Mara Sprain & John Bates

Irene & Michael Stoll

Pat & Robert Stolz

Caroline & Darrell Strong

Michael Thompson

Janice & Bob Van Dine

Steven Vaughan-Nichols

Gail & William Wiley

William Winkler & Claire Edwards

Linda & Fred Yopps

FRIEND
Vic & Mary Anne Allwein

Glen & Pat Atteberry

Christine Audette & Johannes Leenhouts

Lance Ball & Katie Langwell

Steve & Beth Baxley

Judith & Michael Bohan

Clara Boza

James & Susan Brasfield

CJ Breland

Marcia Bromberg

David & Lin Brown

Jean Brown

Lisa Bryant

Marilyn & Curtis Buchanan

Carla Bush

Sandra & Jones Byrd & Family

Adair Caperton

Linda & Fred Cardina



Alice Carey

Sally Carlson

John Clark

Michael Cleveland & Maria-Grazia Nunzi

Louisa Combs

Jan Cosman

Carol & Carlton Craig

Carol Culler

Bob & Dottie Davis

Carrie Day

Judith Deutsch

Becky Donnelly

Sarah Dumont

Beth Ellers

Frank & Alicia Erckmann

Carolyn Fahey

Sharon Fahrer

William & Carol Falender

Ellen & David Feingold

Linda & Mark Foley

Judy Fore

Timothy Forrest

Deborah Francis

Betsy Frazier

Belinda & Jeffrey Fromson

Gilda Gatti

Barbara & Dan Gerber

James Gibson

Elizabeth & Ric Goodman

Susan Grant

Cynthia & Blaine Greenfield

Michael Grillot

Marcus & Rhonda Grimes

Barbara Griswold

Jean Ann Groves

Betty & Al Gumpert

Virginia Hayes

Anne Healy

Lori & McRae Hilliard

Nancy Houha

Ann & Sam Hubbard

Bruce Hughes

Jean Humphrey

Joseph Ippolito

Anne Jarema

Ruth Johnson

Ellen Kaczmarek

Joanne Kalp

Alice & George Keller

Lynda Kepler

Phyllis & Jesse Key

Karol Kimmell

Susan & Dan Kincaid

Jan & Dennis King

Linda Kooiker

Karen Lachow

Laura & Doug Lane

Nancy Lane & Paul Newell 

Milissa & Mike Lang

Carol Leatherman

Walt Leginski

Meg Macleod

Ms. Kim MacQueen

Suzanne & Jay Mahler

Judy Major

Susan Maley

Kathryn Mathews

Virginia McKinley

Susan Mengel

Greg Meuwissen

Martha & Thomas Mills

Rebecca Morris & Evan Becka

Frances Myers

Linda & Larry Nelson



We make every effort to thank our generous donors. 
If your name is not listed or listed incorrectly, please 
let us know. Due to space limitations, only donations 
of $50 or greater are shown.

Marianne Newman

Rita Nilsen

Lamar Noriega

Cecile & Thomas Nowatka

Susan Oliver

Stephen Pascale & Willis C. Preston III

Michelle Pawlik Pevarski

Pete Perez

George Perry & Mary Miller Stair

Sandy Petrucha

Virginia Pett & Richard Bromund

Barbara Phelan

Ruth Planey

Cheryl & Amy Pletcher

Kristina Pontin

Bobbi Powers

Liz Preyer

Neil Prime

Sandra Ratcliffe

Anne Rawson

Ralph Redpath

Judy & Bill Rex

Isabel Richardson

Stephen Rinsler

Julie Risedorf

Mary Ritter & Bill Petz

Randall Robins

Milton Rogers

Cathy & Larry Rolfes

Adam Rosen

Carole Roskind

Beth Schoenheit

Helen Sirett & Ken Hendrix

Suzan Sluder, CPA

Sophie J. Steinberg

John & Julie Stoffels

Linda & John Stover

Melinda Tempe

Peter Thomasson

Matthew Toner

Janice & Anthony Warren

Harv & Gun Wechsler

Janet & Norman Weeks

Peggy Weil

Joyce & Bob Weinberg

Larry Weiss & Debbie Cooper

Paul & Vicki Weiss

Michelle Weitzman

Bob White

Callan White & Kelley Hinman

Christian Wikoff

Marian Willeke

Buzz Wilms

Greg Walker Wilson

Ellen & Michael Winner



Support NC Stage 2022-2023 Season
Close your eyes and imagine an empty stage lit by a single bulb standing in the middle of 
the floor. That’s how every production at NC Stage begins. Our talented lighting, sound and 
costume designers create the environment for each playwright’s vision and actors bring life 
to the characters under the leadership of the play’s director, starting from scratch, every time. 
The professional fees, fabric, lighting gels, props and stage sets are original, and expensive. 
We can’t cover those costs with ticket income alone. We need the generous support of 
our friends. Consider making a contribution to the NC Stage Annual Fund. We’ll put your 
gift to good use creating outstanding experiences of classical and contemporary theatre 
and serving students by integrating theatre techniques into their classes. Your money will 
stay right here in our community where it has an economic impact that benefits all of us. 
A contribution of any amount makes a difference. Thank you.

GivinG CateGories
Producer ........................................................................$20,000 and Above
Co-Producer ....................................................................$10,000 - $19,999
Benefactor ...........................................................................$5,000 - $9,999
Sustainer .............................................................................$2,500 - $4,999
Patron ..................................................................................$1,000 - $2,499
Partner .......................................................................................$500 - $999
Supporter ...................................................................................$250 - $499
Friend ..........................................................................................up to $249

I Would Like To Make A Gift To The NC Stage Annual Fund
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:

q $1,000    q $500    q $250    q $100    q $50    q Other amount  $____________

Name(s):

Address/City/State/Zip:

Phone/Email:

Payment Enclosed:
q Check (payable to NC Stage Company)
q VISA     q MasterCard     q Discover     q American Express

Card #

Exp. Date CV Code

Signature

Mail to: North Carolina Stage Company, 15 Stage Lane, Asheville, NC 28801 
or make your contribution online at our secure website: www.ncstage.org.

Thank You!


