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Production Stage Manager Carrie Day
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“A Case for the Existence of God” is presented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

World Premiere produced by Signature Theatre, New York City
Paige Evans, Artistic Director; Tim McClimon Interim Executive Director

A Case for the Existence of God was additionally developed at the
2020 Ojai Playwrights Conference; Robert Egan, Artistic Director/Producer.

A workshop production of A Case for the Existence of God, directed by Paul Lazar,
was presented in Ketchum, Idaho by Field Daze, Sawtooth Productions,
the Argyros, and Laughing Stock Theater.

A Case for the Existence of God was also developed through
a residency at SPACE on Ryder Farm.

*Members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers
in the United States appearing under a Small Professional Theatre SPT Tier 4 Contract



CAST OF CHARACTERS

(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)

Keith Philip Kershaw*
Ryan Ben Mackel*

This play is performed in one act
with no intermission.

A cubicle inside a small business
in Twin Falls, Idaho.

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual
recordings of this production and distributing recordings or streams
in any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited,

a violation of the author(s)’s rights and actionable under
United States copyright law. For more information, please visit:
https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists




Cast Bios

(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

Philip Kershaw* (Keith)

Philip Kershaw (Keith) is a multi-disciplinary
artist who graduated from the University of
Houston MFA Acting program after earning
his undergraduate degrees at the University
of Maryland, College Park. He is incredibly
honored to be back at North Carolina Stage
Company after appearing in Be Here Now last
season. He has worked on regional productions
for Peterborough Players, ZACH Theatre,
Theatre Under the Stars, Rec Room Arts, Lean
Ensemble Theater, the Houston Shakespeare
Festival, A.D. Players, Adventure Theatre MTC, The Wheel Theatre
Company, Unity Theatre, Dirt Dogs Theatre Co.,The Ensemble Theatre,
Penobscot Theatre Company, and Round House Theatre.

Ben Mackel* (Ryan)

Ben Mackel is an actor, composer, and singer/
songwriter living in Asheville, NC. As an actor,
he’s worked regionally in theatre & film including
Flat Rock Playhouse, Florida Studio Theatre,
and as an 8 year resident company member at
Barter Theatre. Previous shows at NC Stage
company include Handle With Care, All Is Calm,
Frost/Nixon, and King Mackerel And The Blues
Are Running. As a composer, he’s had musicals
produced at Barter Theatre, South Carolina
Children’s Theatre, Flat Rock Playhouse, HART,
and Dock Street Theatre. As a singer/songwriter, he’s toured everywhere from
local breweries to Lincoln Center in NYC with his harmony driven string
band, The Blue Eyed Bettys. He also has a solo project known as Threadbare.
More information and social media links at theblueeyedbettys.com and
threadbaresongs.com




Playwright Bio

Samuel D. Hunter grew up in Moscow, Idaho and lives in New
York City. He is the recipient of a 2014 MacArthur “Genius Grant”
Fellowship for his work as a playwright. His full-length plays include
The Whale (Drama Desk Award, Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding
Play, GLAAD Media Award, Drama League and Outer Critics Circle
nominations for Best Play), A Case for the Existence of God (New
York Drama Critics’ Circle
Award for Best Play), A Bright
New Boise (Obie Award, Drama
Desk nomination for Best Play),
Greater Clements (Drama
Desk nomination for Best Play,
Outer Critics Circle Honoree),
Lewiston/Clarkston (Drama Desk
nomination for Best Play), The
Few, A Great Wilderness, Rest,
Pocatello, The Healing and The
Harvest, among others. A film

version of The Whale, directed
by Darren Aronofsky and starring
Brendan Fraser, is set to be released by A24 Films. He is the recipient
of a 2012 Whiting Writers Award and an honorary doctorate from
the University of Idaho. His work has been produced off-Broadway
in New York City by Lincoln Center Theatre, Playwrights Horizons,
LCT3, Signature Theatre, Page 73 Productions, Clubbed Thumb
and Rattlestick Playwrights Theatre. Elsewhere, his work has been
produced by Theatre Royal Bath, Dallas Theatre Center, Seattle Rep,
Denver Center for the Performing Arts, Woolly Mammoth Theatre
Company, South Coast Rep, and Victory Gardens, among others. Two
published anthologies of his work are available from TCG Books,
and a third is forthcoming. He is a member of New Dramatists and a
current Resident Playwright at the Signature Theatre in New York City.
He holds degrees in playwriting from NYU, The lowa Playwrights
Workshop, and Juilliard.



Production Bios

Charlie Flynn-Mclver (Director) is the artistic director and co-founder, with
his wife, Angie Flynn-Mclver, of NC Stage. He has appeared most recently in Jeeves
Intervenes, A Doll’s House Part 2, and Stones in His Pockets as well as NC Stage’s world
premieres of Someone Else and Stalking the Bogeyman. At Flat Rock Playhouse, he
appeared in The Odd Couple, 12 Angry Men and The 39 Steps. Some NC Stage credits
include: Hamlet, Loot, Art, All in the Timing, Chesapeake, and Macbeth. National tour:
Wit with Judith Light. Off Broadway: Ice Island, the Wait for Shackleton. Directing credits
for NC Stage include: The Book Club Play, The Understudy, R. Buckminster Fuller: The
History (and Mystery) of the Universe, Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Annapurna, 4000
Miles, All is Calm, Rapture Blister Burn, and Other Desert Cities. Charlie has a Bachelor
of Music in Music Theatre from Shenandoah Conservatory of Music and an MFA in acting
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Carrie Day™ (Production Stage Manager) has been Production Manager at
NC Stage Company for the past 5 years. She is really enjoying the process with everyone on
A Case for the Existence of God! She has spent most of her life in theatre as a professional
dancer, electrician, stagehand, and rigger, and is thrilled that this is how she gets to spend
her time. Carrie has all the love and special thanks for her daughter, Catherine, who has
been very patient while her mom is away in long rehearsals. As Production Manager, she
is grateful for the team of people surrounding her.

Julie K. Ross (Scenic Design) is a Florida State University grad that is based out of
Asheville, NC. When she’s not chasing her toddler, Jacob, around, Julie continues to paint
and design in every capacity she can find. Julie is thrilled to be working with the NC Stage
team again. Past NC Stage productions include: The Roommate, Jeeves Intervenes, and
Vanya Sonia Masha and Spike. When she’s not designing sets for the theater, she stays busy
painting amusement parks, commercial murals and signage and residential faux finishes.
You’ve probably seen her work at Dollywood (Wildwood Grove), Bass Pro Shops or the
new Melting Pot Social. Most recently she painted the new Big Bear Mountain that opened
this spring at Dollywood. You can see more examples of her work at www.juliekross.com.

CJ Barnwell [he/him] (Lighting Design) designs lighting and visual media
for theatre and live events around the country. Starting with A/l is Calm in December 2015,
CJ has designed lighting and visual media for a number of shows at NC Stage including
Jeeves Intervenes (both times!), Brave New World, Grounded, and Curvy Widow.
Regionally, CJ has designed a number of shows including West Side Story, Million Dollar
Quartet, 9 to 5, and South Pacific at Flat Rock Playhouse in Flat Rock, NC; and most
recently Steel Magnolias, Ring of Fire, and Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill for
North Carolina Theatre in Raleigh, NC. Other recent designs include projections for
The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity, and Mountaintop at TheatreSquared in Fayetteville,
AK; and How I Learned What I Learned by August Wilson at the Pennsylvania Shakespeare
Festival. See his other current and upcoming designs at www.CJLights.com.



PRODUCTION BIOS

Casey Watkins (Costume Design ) Anative of Wilmington, NC, Casey Watkins
received her BA from NC State University and her MFA in Costume Design from Southern
Illinois University. She has worked, designed and taught at various places such as North
Carolina Theatre, Porthouse Theatre, Monomoy Theatre, McLeod Summer Playhouse,
Valdosta State University, and Texas A&M University Commerce. Her academic work
concentrates on the intersection of clothing, culture, and performance, decolonizing theatre
practices and pedagogy, and interdisciplinary collaboration. She is currently an assistant
professor at UNC Asheville.

Sylvia J. Pierce (Props Artist) is a life-long theatre enthusiast playing one of Ole
King Cole’s fiddlers at age 4. She pursued technical theatre in grad school, deciding she’d
rather be a techie than a conceptual designer. Starting out professionally in Cambridge,
MA in 1978, she worked her way South, through New York City, Atlanta and all over the
US and abroad for the next two decades. Along the way she built and managed shows for
theatre and broadcast television events, joined IATSE Local #4, built lots of sets, owned
two companies, went on the road, and finally moved slightly north to Asheville. Finding
that the mountains felt like home, she finally gave up her nomadic lifestyle and settled
down. Now, she works and builds for local theatre companies and is enjoying this phase
of her career.

Actors’ Equity Association (Equity), founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor union
that represents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage Managers. Equity fosters
the art of live theatre as an essential component of society and advances the careers of its
members by negotiating wages, improving working conditions and providing a wide range
of benefits, including health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-
CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of performing arts unions.
#Equity Works

Production Crew

Production Manager Carrie Day
Head Carpenter Aaron Shiver
Props Assistant Connor Harmsworth
Master Electrician Jason Williams
Build Assist Rafael Hernendez

Special Thanks to:

Jacob Howard for the use of his baby monitor and toy



2023-2024 Annual Fund

North Carolina Stage Company has received support from so many generous
individuals and businesses in our twenty-two year history that it would be
impossible to list them all in our playbill. Below are those who have contributed

since July 1,2022.

PRODUCER

North Carolina Arts Council
The Shubert Foundation

CO-PRODUCER

Ms. Barbara Blomberg
James M. Lesko
Tiger Baron Foundation

BENEFACTOR

ArtsAVL

Gretchen Batra
Marie Bauer

Jill & Smitty Flynn
Jan & Nat Justice
Jerry McAninch

SUSTAINER

Diana Bilbrey
Mary & Robert Chamberlain
Jim & Terry Davis
Claude William Gaddy Endowment,
a component fund of the
North Carolina Community Foundation
Shawn Gallagher & Charles Gershon
Ted Ghiz & Ronnie Mill
Henry & Flora Joy
Karl Katterjohn & Katherine Liss
Martha & Robert Pierce
Jack & Juleann Randles

O. Darwin & Myra N. Smith Fund
of The Dallas Foundation
in memory of Adina L. Smith
The Beattie Foundation

PATRON

Diane & Brad Arnold

Bert Bach

David Berkey

James Bond

Lucy & Kirk Borland

Sandy & Tom Bowles

Elizabeth Bridgers

Karen Campbell & Brad Rouse

Susan Clampitt

Dennis A. Clements & Martha Ann Keels

Andrea & Chip Currens

Laura & George D’ Angelo

Libby & Michael de Caetani

Gerald Deland

Lynne Diehl

William N. Dorfman, Ed.D.

Karen Dugas

Patricia & Marvin Eargle

Nancy & Ron Edgerton

David W. Erwin & MaryAnn Kiefer

Alice Jean Helms

Bob & Linda Hollis

Amy & John Kelso

Jon & Ann Kemske for the benefit
of NC Stage Youth Education



2023-2024 ANNUAL FUND

Barbara & Steve Lehrer
Carol & Hugh McCollum
Lisa & Tom Mclver
Roberta Moll
Lois S. Carlson & Jerome Mrowca
Gay Murrill through the
Hugh and Cutie Murrill
Foundation Fund
Susan Oliver
Jeanne Reno
Dr. Robert A. & Mrs. Ronna Resnick
Sabrina & Isaac Rockoff
Michael & Carol Rosenblum
Nancy Schuman
Al & Judy Siemens
Nancy Smith
Joe Stritch & Angelica Hochevar
Jane & Bill Swafford
Sarah Van Gunten
Pamela H. Winkler

PARTNER

Marla & Joel Adams

Mary & Jack Anderson

Sydney Atkinson

Jean Baker

Martha Biller

Patricia & Paul Black

Sherry Brooks

William & Suzanne Bumby
Virginia Craig

Mary Fond Daughtridge

Betsy O. Barefoot & John N. Gardner
Jennifer Gatti

Jasmin & Peter Gentling

Jerome Hay & Judith Beck

Hal Hemme & Constance Clement
Carolyn Herbst

Valerie & Hal Hogstrom

Deb & Bill Holden

Joseph Ippolito

Jill & Joe Lawrence

Rita Lenderman

Pedro & Carol Martinez
Kimberly McGuire & James Samsel
Donna & Fred Meyer

Lucy Oliver & Tom Rightmyer
Barbara Phelan

Ellen Sandweiss

Richard Schaffer

Tory Schmitz & Mike Dingus
Miriam Sexton

Honey & Howard Solomon
Mara Sprain & John Bates

Jill Tourtellot

Larry & Claire Versteegh
James & Vicki Weil

Hank Young

SUPPORTER

Jack Allison & Susan Wilson
Glen & Pat Atteberry

Stan Baranowski

Steve & Beth Baxley
Stephanie Biziewski

John Bordley

Clara Boza

Marilyn & Curtis Buchanan
Timothy Collins

Alberto Colonia & George Hunker
Carol & Carlton Craig
Donna & Jim Cutting

Lori Doerr

Christine Dowd

Beth Ellers

Lina Evans & Ira Sloan
William & Carol Falender



2023-2024 ANNUAL FUND

Ms. Hedy Fischer

Wayne Gildroy

John & Barbara Gregg

Betty & Al Gumpert

Bruce & Elnor Holcombe
Sandy Houts

Ann & Sam Hubbard

Alice & George Keller

Susan & Dan Kincaid
Pamela King

Bebe Landis

Elfi LaPlante

Christine & Mark Lenderman
Susan Maley

Linda Eriksen & Carey McKain
Gail Meadows & William Robertson
Viriginia Miller

Joseph Neri

Lynne & Rick Noble

John Orr

Jack Parsons

Connie Patterson

Nancy Polansky

Carol Reed

Stan Ingber & Laura Robbins
Randall Robins

Judy Rose

David Russell

Catherine Shanks & John Williams
LiB & Joe Shore

Connie Silver

Melinda Tempe

Michael Thompson

Janice & Bob Van Dine
Steven Vaughan-Nichols
Rosemary Ware

Gail & William Wiley
Marcia Windham

Linda & Fred Yopps

FRIEND

Lillian & Max Alexander

Vic & Mary Anne Allwein
Audrey Alonis

Carol Anders

Kathleen Applewhite

Christine Audette & Johannes Leenhouts
Lucy Barker

Juliet Benezra-Winston

Don Bliss

David Bock

Judith & Michael Bohan
Meneta Bost

Lynn Brailsford

James & Susan Brasfield

CJ Breland

Carl Brickman & Rita Nilsen
Marcia Bromberg

Kermit Brown & Dr. Sandra R. Brown
David & Lin Brown

Jean Brown

Lisa Bryant

Sandra & Jones Byrd & Family
James Cabhill

Adair Caperton

Linda & Fred Cardina

Sally Carlson

Don & Sharon Christensen
John Clark

Michael Cleveland & Maria-Grazia Nunzi
Louisa Combs

Brent & Carol Ann Coyle
Carol Culler

Henrietta Cuttler

Bob & Dottie Davis

Robert DeBrecht

Bill & Penny Dickason

Becky Donnelly



2023-2024 ANNUAL FUND

Sarah Dumont

Karin Eckert

Linda Engwall

Frank & Alicia Erckmann
Denise & Bruce Ertell
Carolyn Fahey

Vidal & Georgene Falcon
Lisa Fancher

Georgene Farmer

Jackie Finstad

Mr. & Mrs. Hayes F. Fletcher
Judy Fore

Deborah Francis

Lorraine Frangesh

Betsy Frazier

Andrea Freeman

Belinda Fromson

Gilda Gatti

Barbara & Dan Gerber
Joshua Gettinger

James Gibson

Elizabeth & Ric Goodman
Susan & Gordon Grant
Cynthia & Blaine Greenfield
Betsy Griffin

Michael Grillot

Jean Ann Groves

Peggy Guy

Virginia Hayes

Anne Healy

Patricia & Tom Hearron
Grant Hellyer

Terry Hess

Scott Hill

Lori & McRae Hilliard
David Hopes

Nancy Houha

Richard Howe

Bruce Hughes

Sarah Hurlbert

Deborah & Charles James
Ruth Johnson

Tom & Barb Johnson
Sally Jones

Joanne Kalp

Linda & Andy Kane

Jean Karpen

Katherine Karraker

Kate Kelly & John Hurd
Karen & Peter Kennedy
Lynda Kepler

Phyllis & Jesse Key

Jan King

Kathie Kline

Katherine & Jean Lafrance
Nancy Lane & Paul Newell
Steven Lay

Susan & David Leader
Carol Leatherman

Lynn Lederer

Walt Leginski

Alice Link

Meg Macleod

Ms. Kim MacQueen
Suzanne & Jay Mahler
Judy Major

Kathryn Mathews

Judith Mayer

Leslie McCrory

Geeta & Bob McGahey
Anne S. McKenzie
Virginia McKinley
Martha & Thomas Mills
Rebecca Morris & Evan Becka
Frances Myers

Linda & Larry Nelson
Lura & David Newman
Marianne Newman



2023-2024 ANNUAL FUND

Rita Nilsen

Lamar Noriega

Cecile & Thomas Nowatka
Marjorie Orr

Jennifer Ostendorf

Stephen Pascale & Willis C. Preston III
George Peery & Mary Miller Stair
Ruth Planey

Cheryl & Amy Pletcher

Judy & Ray Polinko

Kristina Pontin

Elizabeth Pou

Bobbi Powers

Liz Preyer & Morris Letsinger
Anne Rawson

Ralph Redpath

Laurel Reinhardt

Joyce Reisman

Judy & Bill Rex

Isabel Richardson

Julie & Glen Risedorf

Cathy & Larry Rolfes

Marcie Rudell

Elizabeth Scheer

Roxanne & Jim Semon

Leslie Shaw Design

Helen Sirett & Ken Hendrix
Christine Skoczynski

Billy Solmson & Karen Spacek
in honor of Bill Dorfman’s birthday
Sophie J. Steinberg
Beth Stickle
Holly Stiel
John & Julie Stoffels
Marita & Hank Strauss
Caroline & Darrell Strong
Teri Tebelman
Robert Tomasulo & Michael Di Paola
Margaret & Robert Vollmerhausen
George Hillyer & George Wagner
Heidi Wallace
Barbara Wallk
Debbie & Mark Ward
Janice & Anthony Warren
Melissa Hunsucker & Todd Weakley
Peggy Weil
Joyce & Bob Weinberg
Paul & Vicki Weiss
Larry Weiss & Debbie Cooper
Michelle Weitzman
Gretchen Whipple
Robert A. White
Callan White & Kelley Hinman
Jay Wiggins
Buzz Wilms

Frances Wingard

We make every effort to thank our generous donors.
If your name is not listed or listed incorrectly, please
let us know. Due to space limitations, only donations
of $50 or greater are shown.




Support NC Stage 2023-2024 Season

Close your eyes and imagine an empty stage lit by a single bulb standing in the middle of
the floor. That's how every production at NC Stage begins. Our talented lighting, sound and
costume designers create the environment for each playwright's vision and actors bring life
to the characters under the leadership of the play’s director, starting from scratch, every time.
The professional fees, fabric, lighting gels, props and stage sets are original, and expensive.
We can't cover those costs with ticket income alone. We need the generous support of
our friends. Consider making a contribution to the NC Stage Annual Fund. We'll put your
gift to good use creating outstanding experiences of classical and contemporary theatre
and serving students by integrating theatre techniques into their classes. Your money will
stay right here in our community where it has an economic impact that benefits all of us.
A contribution of any amount makes a difference. Thank you.

GIVING CATEGORIES

PrOAUCET ...ttt $20,000 and Above
CO-PIOTUCET ... $10,000 - $19,999
BeNEACIOr ... $5,000 - $9,999
SUSERINE ..ttt e ettt ettt et enes $2,500 - $4,999
ParON ..o $1,000 - $2,499
PaINET ...t $500 - $999
SUPPOMET ...ttt $250 - $499
1T 2o [T up to $249

| Would Like To Make A Gift To The NC Stage Annual Fund
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:

Q$1,000 O$500 LA$250 Q$100 Q%50 Q Other amount $

Name(s):

Address/City/State/Zip:

Phone/Email:

Payment Enclosed:
U Check (payable to NC Stage Company)
Q VISA O MasterCard U Discover 1 American Express

Card #

Exp. Date CV Code

Signature

Mail to: North Carolina Stage Company, 15 Stage Lane, Asheville, NC 28801
or make your contribution online at our secure website: www.ncstage .org.

Thank Youl




