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King James was co-commissioned by Steppenwolf Theatre Company,
Anna D. Shapiro, Artistic Director, David Schmitz, Executive Director, and
Center Theatre Group, Michael Ritchie, Artistic Director, Douglas C. Baker Producing Director, and
recieved its world premiere in 2022 in co-productions at Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Chicago, and
Center Theatre Group/ Mark Taper Forum, Los Angeles.

* Appearing through an Agreement between this theatre, North Carolina Stage Company, and
Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.
"King James" is presented by special arrangement through Broadway Licensing, LLC,
servicing the Dramatists Play Service imprint (www.dramatists.com)

NOTE TO AUDIENCE: The videotaping or audio and/or visual recording of this production
is a violation of United States copyright law and an actionable federal offense.
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KING JAMES

by Rajiv Joseph

Philip Kershaw* Ken Sandberg*
SHAWN MATT

SETTING

Cleveland Heights, Ohio

TIME

1ST QUARTER
February 2004
Rookie of the Year

2ND QUARTER
July 2010
6 1/2 Years Later
The Decision

HALFTIME (15 minutes)

3RD QUARTER
July 2014
4 Years Later
Return of the King

4TH QUARTER
July 2016
2 Years Later
The Parade



COACH’S NOTES

I have been a University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill Men’s Basketball
fan since before I could crawl. My dad has had season tickets to Tar Heels
basketball games my entire life. We are diehard. We got to cheer for one of the
winningest coaches in NCAA history and got to know some amazing players
as we watched them develop over their years at Carolina. We saw star players
in person before they were household names, Vince Carter and Michael Jordan
among others. One of my strongest childhood memories is being around 9
years old shooting basketball with my siblings in our backyard court while
listening to the games on an AM radio. We’d pretend we were the players (Phil
Ford was who I always pretended to be!) and make the winning shot as we
counted down the last 5 seconds of the clock.

When Angie and I founded NC Stage and started having kids it became
difficult to follow the games with our schedule and taking care of little ones.
But I followed as best I could, catching the occasional game on TV, always
listening to the radio broadcast on the Tar Heel Sports Network (by this point
on a streaming service) synced up with the television broadcast like we did
when I was a kid. When my son became a little older he would watch the games
with me; I think he was curious why I was screaming in the other room! One
day, when my son was around 9 years old, I came home to find him shooting
baskets in our driveway while listening to the game on the radio broadcast on
his iPod. The technology had changed since I was a kid but the thrill of being
a fan had not.

Fandom binds me and my family together. It’s a calling card to people I meet
at the games — people of different backgrounds bonding over the success and
failure of our team. Fandom has a particular way of connecting people with
some of the best attributes of community. It also has a dark side when the fans
feel entitled to certain behavior from these young athletes.

When 1 first read King James 1 fell in love with the idea of directing a play
about being a fan and about exploring Matt and Shawn’s relationship as it’s
forged through their love of LeBron and the Cavs. But it’s a story about much
more than that. I hope you end up being a fan of King James. (And maybe
watch a playoff game while you’re at it and see what the hype is all about!)

— Charlie Flynn-Mclver, Director



ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Rajiv Joseph’s play Bengal Tiger
at the Baghdad Zoo has been
awarded a grant for Outstanding
New American Play by the
National Endowment for the Arts.
Rajiv’s New York productions
include Animals Out Of Paper
(Second Stage Theatre, summer
2008), the leopard and the Fox
(alter ego, fall 2007), Huck &
Holden (Cherry Lane Theatre,
2006), and all This Intimacy
(Second Stage Theatre, 2006). In
Los Angeles Huck & Holden was
produced by the Black Dahlia
Theatre in 2006. Through the Lark Play Development Center, Rajiv has
travelled to Mexico and Romania, where Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad
Zoo was translated into Spanish and Romanian, respectively, and
performed in staged readings. Rajiv has been awarded the Paula Vogel
award by the Vineyard Theatre and the 2009 Kesselring Fellowship.
Rajiv is a Founding Member of the New York based Theatre company
the Fire Department and was a contributing writer on their first
two theatrical events, speakeasy and at war: American playwrights
respond to the war in Iraq. He is a former Lark Playwriting Fellow and
Dramatists Guild Fellow. His plays have been published by Samuel
French, Dramatists Play Service, and Smith & Kraus. He received his
B.A. in Creative Wr-iting from Miami University and his M.F.A. in
Playwriting from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, and he is currently
a Language Lecturer at NY U with the School of art and Public Policy
and the expository Writing Program. He served for three years in the
Peace Corps in Senegal, West Africa.




CAST BIOS

Philip Kershaw* ( Shawn) is a multi-disciplinary artist who graduated
from the University of Houston MFA Acting program after earning his
undergraduate degrees at the University of Maryland, College Park. He is
incredibly honored to be back at North Carolina Stage Company after appearing
in this season’s production of The Lehman Trilogy. Other NC Stage Co. credits
include: A Case for the Existence of God, Be Here Now, Witch and directing last
season’s production of Thurgood. He has worked on regional productions for
Peterborough Players, ZACH Theatre, Theatre Under the Stars, Rec Room Arts,
Kitchen Theatre Company, Lean Ensemble Theater, the Houston Shakespeare
Festival, A.D. Players, Adventure Theatre MTC, The Wheel Theatre Company,
Unity Theatre, Dirt Dogs Theatre Co., The Ensemble Theatre, Penobscot
Theatre Company, and Round House Theatre. More information about his
work can be found on his website: www.philipkershaw.com.

Ken Sandberg*(Matt) is delighted to be making his NC Stage debut
with King James. He is a graduate of Temple University and the University of
Missouri - Kansas City. In recent years, he has been fortunate enough to work as
a musician and actor in regional theatres including The Walnut Street Theatre,
South Camden Theatre, The New London Barn Playhouse, Quintessence
Theatre Company, Maine State Music Theatre, Music Theatre of Connecticut,
Florida Studio Theatre, Greenbrier Valley Theatre, The Media Theatre, and
Tuacahn Center for the Arts. Ken has performed his solo show, The Death of ...
at theatres across the country. He also co-hosts the podcast Campfire Classics
with his fiancée Heather Michele Lawler, who yo-u can see here in NC Stage’s
next show: The Last Wide Open. With love and deep appreciation to his family,
to Heather, and of course, to the whole team here at NC Stage.

PRODUCTION CREDITS

Carrie Day Production Manager
Susan Rennie Builder
Charlie Lance Run Crew

Special thanks to Jamie Sandberg



PRODUCTION BIOS

Charlie Flynn-Mclver (Director) is the artistic director and co-founder,
with his wife, Angie Flynn-Mclver, of NC Stage. He has appeared most recently in
Jeeves Saves the Day, A Doll’s House Part 2, and Stones in His Pockets as well as
NC Stage’s world premieres of Someone Else and Stalking the Bogeyman. At Flat
Rock Playhouse, he appeared in The Odd Couple, 12 Angry Men and The 39 Steps.
Some NC Stage credits include: Hamlet, Loot, Art, All in the Timing, Chesapeake,
and Macbeth. National Tour: Wit with Judith Light. Off Broadway: Ice Island, the
Wait for Shackleton. Directing credits for NC Stage include: The Lehman Trilogy,
The Understudy, R. Buckminster Fuller: The History (and Mystery) of the Universe,
Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Annapurna, 4000 Miles, All is Calm, Rapture Blister
Burn, and Other Desert Cities. Charlie has a Bachelor of Music in Music Theatre
from Shenandoah Conservatory of Music and an MFA in acting from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Lindsey A. Moss* (Production Stage Manager) is beyond thrilled
to be back at NC Stage and to be part of this wonderful production. Previous credits
include Hairspray, Les Miserables, The Last Five Years, and Miss Saigon (among
many others) at Flat Rock Playhouse; Vrooommm! at Triad Stage; and Twelve Dates
of Christmas-2017 & 2018, The Lifespan of a Fact, The Roommate, Be Here Now,
Thurgood, and The Lehman Trilogy at NC Stage. Many thanks to Charlie, Angie, Ken,
Philip, Emily, and the entire NC Stage team and a BIG thank you to YOU for supporting
the return of live theatre.

Michael Amico [he/him] (Scenic Design) is happy to be designing his
second show for NC Stage, the first being The Lehman Trilogy. Look for his work
in the rescheduled October show The Last Wide Open this June and July. Prior to
moving to North Carolina last year, he was the production manager at Palm Beach
Dramaworks in West Palm Beach, Florida for 20 seasons. At Dramaworks he designed
scenery for dozens of shows, including regional and world premieres. Favorite designs
include: American Buffalo, The Chairs, Talley s Folly, The Pitman Painters, Indecent,
Woody Guthrie’s American Song, Little Foxes, Night of the Iguana, and August: Osage
County.

Madisyn Craig (Costume Design) is a costume designer and technician
currently based in Asheville, NC. Madisyn has a background working in both the film
and theatrical industries. Her work in film production ranged from costume design
and construction to special effects makeup and more. Her most recent position as the
Costume Shop Manager for the UNCA Department of Drama had her working on
productions such as Elektra, No Exit, Little Shop of Horrors, and Gross Indecency:
The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde. Some recent theatrical costume design credits include



PRODUCTION BIOS

A Wrinkle in Time, Timon of Athens, and A Midsummer Night's Dream. Madisyn will
soon be leaving Asheville and moving on to a career in Boston, MA, as the Assistant
Costume Manager for the American Repertory Theatre. She thanks NC Stage for
bringing her on for one last Asheville based production before her move.

CJ Barnwell [he/him| (Lighting Design) With an impressive portfolio
that includes collaborations with Mountain Theatre Company, North Carolina Theatre,
Theatre Raleigh, Flat Rock Playhouse, West Virginia Public Theatre, TheatreSquared,
and Orlando Shakespeare Company, CJ brings vibrant lighting and projection designs
to life. At NC Stage, CJ’s work has lit productions like Jeeves Intervenes, Brave New
World, and Grounded. This marks CJ’s third production of All Is Calm at NC Stage,
highlighting his ongoing connection to this meaningful work. Recent highlights
include Catch Me If You Can at Mountain Theatre Company, the regional premiere
of Bull Durham at Theatre Raleigh, and Boulevard of Bold Dreams at Orlando Shakes.
His designs have illuminated productions such as The Color Purple, Steel Magnolias,
and West Side Story, as well as adventurous new works like Curvy Widow. His projection
design work includes Thurgood, The Mountaintop, and The Elaborate Entrance of
Chad Deity. With a passion for storytelling and a keen eye for detail, CJ continues
to elevate theatrical experiences for audiences nationwide. Explore his work and
upcoming projects at www.CJLights.com follow him on Instagram at @cj_Lights.

Sylvia J. Pierce (Props Artist) is a life-long theatre enthusiast playing one
of Ole King Cole’s fiddlers at age 4. She pursued technical theatre in grad school,
deciding she’d rather be a techie than a conceptual designer. Starting out professionally
in Cambridge, MA in 1978, she worked her way South, through New York City,
Atlanta and all over the US and abroad for the next two decades. Along the way she
built and managed shows for theatre and broadcast television events, joined IATSE
Local #4, built lots of sets, owned two companies, went on the road, and finally moved
slightly north to Asheville. Finding that the mountains felt like home, she finally gave
up her nomadic lifestyle and settled down. Now, she works and builds for local theatre
companies and is enjoying this phase of her career.

Actors’ Equity Association (“Equity”’), founded in 1913, is the

U.S. labor union that represents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage
Managers. Equity fosters the art of live theatre as an essential component of society
and advances the careers of its members by negotiating wages, improving working
conditions and providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension
plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an
international organization of performing arts unions. #Equity Works.



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

North Carolina Stage Company has received support from so many generous individuals, businesses,
and foundations in our twenty-two year history that it would be impossible to list them all in our
playbill. Below are those who have contributed since January 1, 2024.

PRODUCER

North Carolina Arts Council
The Shubert Foundation
Tiger Baron Foundation

CO-PRODUCER

Marie Bauer

Ms. Barbara Blomberg

Jerry McAninch

Polly Reeder Family Charitable Fund, a component fund
of the Greater Washington Community Foundation

BENEFACTOR

Arts AVL

Community Foundation of Western North Carolina
Diana Bilbrey

Explore Asheville Always Asheville Fund

Jill & Smitty Flynn

Jan & Nat Justice

James M. Lesko

Lisa & Tom Mclver

SUSTAINER

The Beattie Foundation
Susan Clampitt
Shawn Gallagher & Charles Gershon
Ted Ghiz & Ronnie Mill
Stan Ingber & Laura Robbins
Henry & Flora Joy
Karl Katterjohn & Katherine Liss
Ann Perry
Dr. Robert A. & Mrs. Ronna Resnick
Michael & Carol Rosenblum
O. Darwin & Myra N. Smith Fund
of The Dallas Foundation
in memory of Adina L. Smith
Ed & Cathy Stevens
Sarah Van Gunten

PATRON

Anonymous

Mary & Jack Anderson
Diane & Brad Arnold
David & Syndey Atkinson
Jean Baker

Stan Baranowski

Lucy Barker & Tom Swain
Gretchen Batra

Mark & Beverly Belgya
David Berkey

James Bond

Kirk & Lucy Borland

Sandy & Tom Bowles

Sherry Brooks

Karen Campbell & Brad Rouse

Lois S. Carlson & Jerome Mrowca

Dennis A. Clements & Martha Ann Keels

Andrea & Chip Currens

Jim & Terry Davis

Libby & Michael de Caetani

Lynne Diehl

Karen Dugas

Patricia Eargle

Nancy & Ron Edgerton

David W. Erwin & MaryAnn Kiefer

Claude William Gaddy Endowment,
a component fund of the
North Carolina Community Foundation

Jasmin & Peter Gentling

Elizabeth & Warren Hawkins

Patricia & Tom Hearron

Alice Jean Helms

Hal Hemme & Constance Clement

Deb & Bill Holden

Bob & Linda Hollis

Alicia & Art Hulse

Amy & John Kelso

Bebe Landis

Pam & David Lane

Susan & David Leader

Richard & Sharon Leduc

Barbara & Steve Lehrer

Rita Lenderman

Carol & Hugh McCollum

Susan Oliver

Martha & Robert Pierce

Joseph Piscotty & Carol Maulhardt

Jack & Juleann Randles

Barbara Phelan & Carol Reed

Jeanne Reno

Sabrina & Isaac Rockoff

Nancy Schuman

Helen Sirett & Ken Hendrix

Nancy Smith

Maria Lourdes Solares

Honey & Howard Solomon

Lauren Steiner

Jane & Bill Swafford

Anne Toschi

Jill Tourtellot

Pamela H. Winkler

PARTNER

Marla & Joel Adams
Craig Allen



NC STAGE ANNUAL FUND

Glen & Pat Atteberry
Betsy O. Barefoot & John N. Gardner
Jessica Bauman & Ben Posel
Chris Bell
Martha Biller
Stephanie Biziewski
Patricia & Paul Black
William & Suzanne Bumby
Nancy Buschmann
Virginia Craig
Mary Fond Daughtridge
Gerald Deland
Betty Ann Doll
William N. Dorfman, Ed.D.
Christine Dowd
Beth Ellers
Barbara Griswold
Betsy & Al Gumpert
Steve & Suzanne Hageman
Thomas Hardecker
Jerome Hay & Judith Beck
Carolyn Herbst
Jon & Ann Kemske

for the benefit of NC Stage Youth Education
Stephen Levenberg
Laura Little
Pedro & Carol Martinez
Shana Merrifield
Connan Morrissey & Blake Robison
Lynn & Rick Noble
John Orr
David Russell
Mary Sandberg
Ellen Sandweiss
Irene & Michael Stoll
Marita & Hank Strauss
Janice & Bob Van Dine
Steven Vaughan-Nichols
Larry & Claire Versteegh
Rosemary Ware
James & Vicki Weil
Hank Young
Bobby & Elizabeth Yount

SUPPORTER

Lillian & Max Alexander
Vic & Mary Anne Allwein
Lance Ball & Katie Langwell
Clara Boza

Carl Brickman & Rita Nilsen
Kermit Brown & Dr. Sandra R. Brown
Mary & Jim Bryson

Marilyn & Curtis Buchanan
Mary Kate Burke

Carol & John Carrano

David Castel

Don & Sharon Christensen
Susan Claassen

Timothy Collins

Alberto Colonia & George Hunker

Carol & Carlton Craig
Sandra & Joe Cummings
Donna Cutting

Bob & Dottie Davis
Vivian Dawson

Lori Doerr

Frank & Alicia Erckmann
William & Carol Falender
Lisa Fancher

Lorraine Frangesh

Susan & Tom Freeman
Belinda Fromson

Billy Gray

John & Barbara Gregg
Frank & Marianne Gurley
Anne Healy

Bruce & Elnor Holcombe
Ann & Sam Hubbard
Joseph Ippolito

Jean Karpen

Lynda Kepler

Jack & Pat Korba

Elfi LaPlante

Christine & Mark Lenderman
Susan Maley

Virginia Miller

Betty Modaff

Cecile & Chris Nowatka
Connie Patterson

Nancy Polansky

Bobbi Powers

Charlene Reeves at Training Partners, Inc.

Randall Robins
Judy Rose
Nelson Sartoris
Richard Schaffer

Catherine Shanks & John Williams

Marsha & Michael Shlaer
LiB & Joe Shore

Connie Silver

George & Jane Silver
Cameron Smail

Brian Smith

Mara Sprain & John Bates
Ray Stache

Melinda Tempe

Michael Thompson

Bill & Georgette Timoney
Joanna & Charles Vanderkolk
Larry Weiss & Debbie Cooper
Bennet & Gretchen Whipple
George Wilds

David Worley

Linda & Fred Yopps

FRIEND

Jim & Elizabeth Addison
Margareta Alexander



NC STAGE ANNUAL FUND

Jacque Allen & Barbara Benisch
Ma Alexander

Mary Alm & Darrell S. Russell
Audrey Alonis

Julie Anderson

Liz Appel

Lee Arevian

Christine Audette & Johannes Leenhouts
Freddy & Linda Bailey
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Steve & Beth Baxley

Richard C. Becker

Michael Bell
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Juliet Benezra-Winston
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Stanley & Barbara Binder
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Don & Judith Bliss

David Bock

Judith & Michael Bohan
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Ruth Brachman

James & Susan Brasfield

CJ Breland

Marcia Bromberg

Steven Brown

David & Lin Brown

Nita Brunner
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Regan Burnham Roos
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Michael Cleveland & Maria-Grazia Nunzi
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David & Margi Conrads
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Kristin Cosby
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Jeanne Cummings
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Carrie Day

Gay Deamer
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We make every effort to thank our generous donors. If
your name is not listed or listed incorrectly, please let us
know. Due to space limitations, only donations of $50 or
greater are shown.



Support NC Stage 2024-2025 Season

Close your eyes and imagine an empty stage lit by a single bulb standing in the middle of
the floor. That's how every production at NC Stage begins. Our talented lighting, sound and
costume designers create the environment for each playwright's vision and actors bring life
to the characters under the leadership of the play’s director, starting from scratch, every time.
The professional fees, fabric, lighting gels, props and stage sets are original, and expensive.
We can't cover those costs with ticket income alone. We need the generous support of our
friends. Consider making a contribution to the NC Stage Annual Fund. We'll put your gift to
good use creating outstanding experiences of classical and contemporary theatre and serving
students by integrating theatre techniques into their classes. Your money will stay right here in
our community where it has an economic impact that benefits all of us. A contribution of any
amount makes a difference. Thank you.

GIVING CATEGORIES

PrOAUCET ...ttt $20,000 and Above
CO-PIOUCET ...ttt $10,000 - $19,999
BeNEIACION ... $5,000 - $9,999
SUSERINET ..ottt ee oo en e $2,500 - $4,999
PArON ... $1,000 - $2,499
PaINET ...t $500 - $999
SUPPOMET 1.ttt $250 - $499
FHENG .ottt up to $249

| Would Like To Make A Gift To The NC Stage Annual Fund
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF:
Q$1,000 Q%500 Q$250 Q$100 Q$50 Q Other amount $

Name(s):

Address/City/State/Zip:

Phone/Email:

Payment Enclosed:
Q Check (payable to NC Stage Company)
Q VISA O MasterCard U Discover 1 American Express

Card #

Exp. Date CV Code

Signature

Mail to: North Carolina Stage Company, 15 Stage Lane, Asheville, NC 28801
or make your contribution online at our secure website: www.ncstage .org.

Thank Youl




